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Would it surprise you to learn that the 
rabbis thought that study, and not 
prayer, was the highest form of 
worship? They pointed out that when 
we pray, we speak to God, but when 
we study the Scriptures, God speaks to 
us.

John 8:31-32

Jesus said, “If you hold 
to my teaching, you are 
really my disciples. Then 
you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set 
you free.”
Becoming a Disciple 03

Ezra 7:10

“For Ezra set his heart to 
study the instruction of 
the Lord, to do it, and to 
teach the statute and 
judgment in Israel”
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The direction of our discipleship should 
be:

To study To do it 
(Action & behavior)

To teaching others

Leads To Leads To
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Three relationships are essential to one 
who was a disciple:

1. A Master 
Who Poured 
Into You
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Three relationships are essential to one 
who was a disciple:

1. A Master 
Who Poured 
Into You

2. A Peer That 
You Are 
Studying With

3. Someone 
You Are 
Pouring Into

Discipleship is 
not a terminal 
degree. It's a 
lifelong 
process.
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4 helpful principles for studying and interpreting 
scripture. 

1. The Bible 
is a library, 
not a book.
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4 helpful principles for studying and interpreting 
scripture. 

1. The Bible 
is a library, 
not a book.

2. The Bible 
is written 
for us, not 
to us.

The Bible will 
never mean what 
it did not mean to 
its original 
hearers. 
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If we want to understand it, we must step 
into its world to understand its words.
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“From infancy you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All 
scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:15-16
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4 helpful principles for studying and interpreting 
scripture. 

1. The Bible 
is a library, 
not a book.

2. The Bible 
is written 
for us, not 
to us.

3. Never 
read a Bible 
verse in 
isolation.

4. All the 
Bible points 
to Jesus.

Truth is a person. Metaphysical reality 
is ultimately rooted in a person. That is, 
Christians are not recalibrating their 
lives around just an idea or a story but 
a person.
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“This is what I told you while I was still 
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that 
is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms .” 

LUKE 24:44 NIV

CONTEXT 
IS 

KING.
Becoming a Disciple 25

Becoming a Disciple 26

We seek to understand the “plain 
meaning” of the passage within its 
world.

When we apply scripture to our lives, we 
should attempt to apply the original intent of 
its plain meaning and not seek to spiritualize 
it or “extract” hidden meanings from it.
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How do we get to 
the context? 

Let me give you 5 
building blocks for 
reading scripture:
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1. Literary Context - When we read the Bible, we 
are reading a library, not a book.

5 building blocks for reading scripture:

2. Spatial Context - We are reading a God 
revelation in space.
3. Historical Context
4. Cultural Context
5. Spiritual Context
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To interpret the Bible, we ask three 
questions in this order: 

1. What was 
said?

2. What was 
meant by what 
was said?

3. What does 
it mean for 
us today?

God’s purpose is not temporary 
happiness but an eternal 
relationship. 
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God’s purpose is not temporary 
happiness but an eternal relationship. 
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1. What 
was said?

Read 
Carefully 

Pay Attention to:

Literary Genere

Key themes and repetitions of words 
and phrases

Key figures and places
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One of the servants answered, “I have 
seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who 
knows how to play the lyre. He is a brave 
man and a warrior. He speaks well and is 
a fine-looking man. And the LORD is with 
him.”

1 Samuel 16:18
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Context
is

King

2. What was 
meant by what 
was said?
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“The musical notes are only five in number, but their 
melodies are so numerous that one cannot hear them 
all. The primary colors are only five in number but their 
combinations are so infinite that one cannot visualize 
them all. The flavors are only five in number but their 
blends are so various that one cannot taste them all. In 
battle there are only the normal and extraordinary 
forces, but their combinations are limitless; none can 
comprehend them all”—Sun Tzu

1. Literary Context 

2. Spatial Context 

3. Historical Context

4. Cultural Context

5. Spiritual Context
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When we read the Bible, we are reading a 
library. 

1. Literary Context

The Bible is God's written revelation - in 
space.
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2. Spatial Context 

Joshua 10
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Space is important. But it's more than just 
geography, it’s: topography, roadways, 
hills, valleys, bodies of water, flora, fauna, 
geology, agriculture, and climate.
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Jeremiah 1:11-12
The word of the Lord came to me: What 
do you see Jeremiah? I replied: I see a 
branch of an almond.  The Lord said to 
me: You have seen right, for I am watchful 
to bring my word to pass.
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Bible dictionaries and atlases can provide 
background material. You can also search 
on the Internet, but keep in mind, you 
want to discover their reality within the 
spatial world of the Bible.

The Bible contains history and frames its 
literature around various historical 

periods.
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3. Historical Context 

Highlight any details connected to the 
historical context with your blue 
highlighter: names, people groups, or 
empires, and chronological markers.
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4. Cultural context

Marriage
Birth and child-rearing
Inheritance practices
Death and burial
Tribal and family structure
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Cultural Context pertains to things like 
(but not limited to):

Economic life
Village life
Shepherding and farming
Laws, justice, and judgment
Weapons and warfare
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Cultural Context pertains to things like 
(but not limited to):

5. Spiritual context
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Anything religious
Religious Practices - sacrifices…
Places of worship—temples, 
synagogues, altars, and shrines
Observances—dietary, sacrifices, 
circumcision, and holidays
Beliefs

Spiritual Context relates to:
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Luke 3:1-3
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod 
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—
2 During the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness.
3 He went into all the country around Jordan, preaching 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

If you get too lost in dissection of the 
text, you can loose the life in the text. 
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The goal of reading scripture is to 
discover God, not dissect God. 

Economic life
Village life
Shepherding and farming
Laws, justice, and judgment
Weapons and warfare
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Cultural Context pertains to things like 
(but not limited to):
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1 Samuel 17:1-7
1 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and 
assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at 
Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh and Azekah.
2 Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the 
Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the 
Philistines.
3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites 
another, with the valley between them.
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4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came 
out of the Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and 
a span.
5 He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat 
of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels 
;
6 On his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze 
javelin was slung on his back.
7 His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron 
point weighed six hundred shekels.His shield bearer 
went ahead of him.

Johann Albrecht Bengel, who lived in 
the 18th century, “Apply yourself totally 
to the text; apply the text totally to 
yourself.”

Becoming a Disciple 59

“You are not required to finish the work, 
but you are not at liberty to desist from 
it”—Rabbi Tarfon
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ANY QUESTIONS? 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-samuel/17-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-samuel/17-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-samuel/17-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-samuel/17-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-samuel/17-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-samuel/17-7.html

